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· A new on-line review course has been developed and is available for IM board preparation.  It can be accessed at www.bannerimchallenger.com or through a link on www.goodsamim.com (see the section “for our residents”).  It consists of didactics, practice questions, and timed practice tests.  The scores of the tests will automatically be available for the program administrators to print - this will save any hassle of turning in answer sheets, being post call for test day and expand the tested material.  You can access the site from any computer and conveniently prepare for the new on-line format of the ABIM exam.  
· The individual resident will have access to Challenger from mid September in their 2nd year (3rd year if Med Peds) until September 1 the year of their graduation (through the board exam) so they can continue to use it to prepare for the Boards.  If they choose to not take the Boards immediately after graduation, they can extend their individual subscription through Challenger for a fee (approximately $320 for one additional year).

· All residents who score less than the 35th percentile on the In-Training exam in the year of their graduation, will be required to score >80% on all of the IM modules prior to being approved to sit for the ABIM board exam. (see the list provided for a suggested schedule).

· Holly will print a report of all residents progress in December and May to distribute to advisors.  Additional individual reports can be accessed by request.
ACP Medicine Weekly Curriculum

· Through this service, you will have access to an on-line textbook and get specific questions aimed at the content in the “chapter of the week” from the ACP Medicine Weekly Curriculum.

· Interns (PGY1 and 2 MedPeds when they are on medicine) will be required to complete 80% of these modules (80% of the ones while they are IM if med-peds).  

· All residents will also receive the weekly curriculum and are encouraged but not required to read the texts or submit answers to the questions.  Advisors or the RAC may require individual residents to complete them.

· The chapter from “ACP Medicine” is also sent to residents to use as a PDF for one week.  After that, or at any time that full access to prior weeks’ questions, answers or other content, ACP Medicine can be accessed in its entirety (on the website for ACP members or through the StatRef! Account provided through the library). 

· The program pays for PGY1s to be ACP members.  Seniors are encouraged to pay the $99/year to become ACP members to obtain full on-line access to ACP Medicine, access to “PIER” at home, journals (Annals of Internal Medicine and ACP Journal Club), discounts on MKSAP, and the ability to enter the poster competition at the Chapter meeting.  

· Residents click on the “email your answers to your program director” and an email to Holly is created.  She will record completion and reply to with the correct answers.  Alternatively, the email address to send them directly is imboardreview@bannerhealth.com 

Other

· The program will no longer reimburse for MKSAP or MedStudy but residents are still encouraged to uses these valuable tools.

· Monthly board reviews on the topic of the month, subject jeopardy and MKSAP questions through the chief residents will still occur.

· In the Spring, a faculty sponsored intensive board review series will occur.  If sessions need to be missed, they will be available to view on video or DVD.

· All graduating residents will be required to attend 75% of the sessions.

· All 2nd year categorical and 3rd year MP residents who scored below the 44th percentile on the ITE will be expected to attend 50% of the sessions.
· All other residents are invited to attend as many sessions as they choose.

· Graduates of the program who have not yet passed their boards are invited to attend.

· Residents will not be offered the $750 board review stipend previously provided by the department.  

· Additional tools for board preparation will be purchased and available through the library at Banner Good Sam.  

Hopefully, this will give you structure but also the independence and self-directed learning skills to guide you through residency, taking (and passing) IM boards and your careers.

We appreciate your understanding as we implement quite a few changes.  Please contact your advisor or Cheryl O’Malley if you have problems in accessing the tools or in the application of them to our curriculum.
