So You Want to be a Fellow

The following specialties participate in the NRMP match: Cardiology, gastroenterology, hematology/oncology, infectious disease, pulmonary/critical care, and rheumatology.  Expect an earlier interview time for specialties not in the match.

Key dates:


ERAS opens for inputting of application information: July 1, 2007


ERAS allows you to apply to positions: November 15, 2007


Programs can begin downloading information: December 1, 2007


Interviews are usually late January through April, depending on the program


Register for the match (NRMP.org) around April, 2008


Match lists will probably be due by late May/early June, 2008


Match day will be late June, 2008

The ERAS fellowship website is http://www.aamc.org/students/erasfellow/start.htm.

You will need to have sent to the ERAS document center:


3 letters of recommendation, preferably from people in your specialty, at least one with someone you’ve done research with. Many letter writers want copies of your CV, your personal statement, and any publications.  Note that VA people do not have great secretarial support, so supplying preaddressed and prestamped envelopes and a due date will likely be appreciated.  Ask early.   If you are doing a 2nd year rotation in order to get a recommendation, ask for the recommendation early in the rotation so the person can take a special interest in you.


A letter from Leibowitz.  Tell him early that you are applying and what you are applying for.  Set up a meeting with him in October/November to discuss your letter.  He will want a copy of your CV and your personal statement at this meeting.  Also, have the application deadlines for the places you are applying.  If any of them are before January 1, have that information printed out for him.  He writes each letter individually, so he needs to do early letters for people who really need it and then he can do everyone else’s letters.  Do not give him envelopes or labels; he uploads it directly to ERAS.


Your dean’s letter from medical school


Your medical school transcript


Other than letter from Leibowitz, make sure these are sent by mid-November to give ERAS time to scan them in before December 1. (If a document is later than December 1, don’t panic.  Programs will do several downloads from ERAS)

Scheduling:


You should have done one or two rotations in your area of interest by fall of the year you apply.  Most, but not all, programs want to see research.  Do the research month early in 2nd year so that you can have a project well underway by the time applications are sent out.


If you are interested in fellowships outside of Arizona, particularly in one of the more competitive specialties, consider an away rotation at the place you are interested in.

Budgeting:


The number of places you apply will depend on what specialty you want.  Renal and rheumatology have been particularly difficult for us lately.  For a list of recent graduates now in fellowship, talk to one of the chiefs.


If you are applying outside of Phoenix, expect to spend $3000-$5000 on application fees and interviews.

Good Sam Fellowship programs:

Cardiology: http://www.bannerhealth.com/Physicians+and+Residents/Residency+Programs/Arizona/Fellowships/Cardiology/_Cardiology+Fellowship+Program.htm

Paper application


Deadline: January 1, 2008

Toxicology:

http://www.medtoxfellowship.com/

Not in ERAS


Talk to Dr. Ruha to apply. Have your CV and 3 letters of recommendation.

Endocrinology:

http://www.southwest.va.gov/phoenix/working_for_with_VA/endo_intern.asp

Apply through ERAS


Deadline: January 1, 2008

Gastroenterology:


Apply through ERAS


Deadline is probably around the end of January

Geriatrics:


Not in ERAS


Talk to Dr. Salzman

Pulmonology:


Apply through ERAS

